Iturbe B, GarcIa No subject was prescribed By unpairedt-test, the mean (±SE) AVP concentrationin the plasma of the 68 older subjects was significantly higher (4.7 ± 0.6 ngfL) than that found in the younger group (2.1 ± 0.2 ng/L, n = 45; t = -3.54, P <0.001). In all subjects studied, we observeda significant correlation between plasma AVP and age (r = 0.29, P = 0.002) (Figure 1 ) and between the plasma AVP to osmolality ratio and age (r = 0.29, P = 0.002). However, because serum osmolality did not change significantly with age, this means that, in healthy subjects, aging is accompanied by an increase in AVP synthesis 
Utility of Unconjugated Estriol In

Screening for Down Syndrome Is Not Proven
To the Editor:
In an editorial (1 ) to our paper on unconjugated estriol (uE3) assays in Down syndrome screening (2), Cuckle asserts that uE3 should continue to be used in Down syndrome screening, that uE3 is important because a-fetoprotein (AFP) may be increased in cases of trisomy 18 with neural tube defects (NTD) or ventral wall defects, and that "modified parameters" have been reported that significantly improve detection when uE3 is used (3).
